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Arter years of studying the impacts of chemical exposures III

adults and children, EWO last year rclcllo,cd the fil'!il.e\'Cr ~Iud)'

on induwilll chcmicllh found in l11all's tx=" friend. By leSI·
ing blood lind urine, re'>Carchers found dogs were eonUlm·
inated wilh 48 of 70 indu~trinl chcmical~ commonly
found in home!> llnd OUldoor environments, including 41
chemical III higher le\e1~ than tho~ found in people,
'"The ~ludy rt"~ult'i .....cre alamling:' 5ay Carrie Oouldlll,

proJeCI leadcr for EWO\ PelS for the En\iIl"Onmcnt program
"We learned thaI do&~ carry loxic chcmicab at much hlg.hcr lc\c1
than we e\'er c:<p«lcd"

Relatl\'e to people, EWO's siudy (you can find the report at

BY
CATHY M.

ROSENTHAL

Are chemical

hen Sasha. a l().)car-old yellow Labrador Re·
trie\cr. deYeloped canccrooslump5 In her chcst,
her owner beian "CatChing the Internet to

determine the cnuse. Whlll Chri~ Cameron of " ..... I>cr. Utah,
found Wll~ a study relclIscd hy lhe EnYironmental Working
Oroup. a nonprofit Wa~hlllllton·ba~ research and ad\'(}­
CDC)' organizlltion that Mlid dogs were polluted with 2.4
limes more chemical contllnunams than IXOPle.

"Il..'oulc.!n', belie\c It and wondered if lhal'.\ ""'h)' Sasha had

cancer," Cameron ~}S ""m noc an e,~n. buill o;eems logkallhal
if dol\' arc:u~ 10 c~nlH.;a.1 . II could cauSC! health problems at

M)mc IXI,"' In IMlr hfe,"

to "'MC'I" ~,.





~ ~ 1I',t'k"g.(Jrglrt'IHJrulpt'u) showed lhut
dogs had higher Ie\cl, of:
• Slalll· lind arcase·proof chemical!> ITef·
Ion). which can be found III \Ome dog food
bag linings. III houl,C du I, and III Slain·
rcsiMllnl fumilUre. dog 1x.'<1s. and carpel.
These chcmlcals cun dhruPI fetal and
nconalal developmcnt, interfere wilh repro.
duclive lind thyroid hormones, arrcci
Immune [Illd liver function, inerell~ blood
choleMcrol IC\'cls, and potentillJty inerelL~

the risk of chronic di-.cuM:s, including hCllrt
disease. sirokc, lind cllncer.
• Plaslic softener; culled phlhutUIC<;, from

plastic dog toys, some \ctennat)' medi­
Cines. halllpool'i. and other COl1\umc:r prod­
UC",~ ehcllueal can C8U rcproduc­
tl\'e damage. bum ddttlS. and callCC'r.
• Fire rcUU'dants 111 pc=1 doming. bedd1l1g.
and fown furnIture productd before 200:5.
1'he~ chemicals can alter th)T'OId function
and~. n k 10 brain devdopmcnl,

,u "MeT '-J2la

Dogs at hlghe, risk
Ilow do these chemicals get 11110 our dog.~7

According to the report "Just a.s children
ingcst pollutants in tap wuter. play on luwn"
with pesucidc residuc~, or breathe in an lllTUy
of indoor air comaminul1ll>, '10 do pel!>."

Out dogs arc e\'en more vulnerublc thun
people. OcellUse they hllve (,:omprc\<,cd life
Sp:lllS lind age seven timcs fll\ler Ihun
hUI1\llns. expcns 5UY they develop health
problems from ehemiclll exposurcs more
rtll)idly thun people. Their proximity to the
ground means thl,ly ure in c1O!'>C l,.'Ol1UlCl with
pesticide-treated lawns und flumc-relllrdUJ1l

carpets. furnilure. and dog bed~" They
groom thellll>Ch' . Ingesting conultlllllan"
on their fur. and they may chew on W1m·
resistant ~atcd furniture. 'They abo may
play With soft plastic to)' and dnnk from
plasue bowls. both of which can leach
dangerous chemicals.

CllJllm)Il "'~ right to hnl. t!"de chemic,l

CJ(~ure\ 10 o\'emll canine health problcm..,
trl.c Sa ha\ cnncc:r. EWG cited other <,cicn·
IIlic htemture thlll \hawed dogs can dc\elop
lung can(.'er from bemg ex(X>MXI to Il5beslO'>
libers; bludder cnncer from living ncar
indu,trilll area." und exposure to lawn prod­
utili; llnd mnlignallllymphom:& from eXIX>­
Mire 10 chipping lelld-bused l>llint. In fllCt.
ClUlCer Is now the M."Cond lending Cllll'>C of
dcnth for dogs. uecordillg 10 Ihe Purdue
Univer.. ily Dl,lpart111cnl of Veterinary
PUlhobiology. Additionally. u Tcxa... A&M
Mudy linys lhat dog~ have 3:5 times more
..km C:UlCer, four tinlC~ more brc~t CllIlCcr.
and twice the incidence of leukell1iu than
people.

"Sudly, our pc=t may be: serving a~ 111\'01·

unlary !lCntmcls showlllg us the wide pread
connecllon betwccn human health problcms
and chemical eltpo\urcs," Gouldm !>II)".

Solutions and protectJon
The alnnlllng prt-.c1lCC of chemicals III our
dogs nught be lhe: wake-up call needed fOf
stronger safcty measure for pet prodUC",
In 2007. the WIdeSpread pet food rc:c:a11
brought to the t\tlllon'S allenliOll the need
for belter o\~nlght of ~fety rcgulallom
rcgantmg mgl'CdlenlS and additi\t\ In com·
men:ial food Under current federal lay,
though. the \arne lax o\en:ight al50 apphc.'\
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cathy At, Rosttlthalls a~ wrlt« 'WIth more
!IIan 20 yHtS 01 erpetIMCe 1'1 ftle lfWI'Ili-weIfare
1Idd, She writes , pet «Mce COOmn lor ftle San
AntonIO~ and slIMs her /lOme Ifl'IUl
... .... 1lMlJey ..._.

'11m, information should be publicly
Dvadllble to allow con~umers 10 mak their
own Independent choice!> and protect the
health of thrir pelS:' Gouldm 5ays.

Ownen may be glad 10 "now that the
American Pt:t Producu Associatlon meets
regularly ..ith the Con..umer Product
Safety Commission for gUldanl.:e. and
offen. standards and direction 10 pet pmdoct
m:mufaeturers.

Although the cornnllSSKln doc$n't ha\'e a
division for animal safety. the informatlon It
provides to APPA about human prodUCI\

enable<; the Ol1anizahon to leep pel prodUCI

manufl'lC1ureN "a~are of what's 80mg on:'
SllyS Bob Vetere. APPA plt\ldenl. "That'"
because much of what is in the IEWGI
tepan is true on the human side. too."

Vetere says th:u 'o\ohllc the inforTllllliou in
the EWe repon i~ "enough to make you
scratch your head and think." he caution.,
that it Illlly nOl be "diligell1ly and scientifi­
cally validmed yet.

"It indiClltes possibilitics rll1hcrthan scien­
tific Ilbsolutes," he !tays. "Pets as a hllllllUl­

i/..cd phenomenon is relatively new, and lhcre
need to be more Mudies and lInlllysis donc, liS

is currently done with human products:'
Although it's di~lUrblllg to hear that dogs

curry more chemical toxins in their blood­
stream than people, pet owncrs can make
small chtlnges in their pet's environment 10

reduce exposure and. hopefully. help ward
otT future health problem~. C

Find out haN to reduce JOUr doRs

", I ,'" I' , , "

DogChannel.comjertns

Many owners 1M"'" _ ......
wit... to try to redUce cMmicIIIlntakL

to pel prodU~I.i. according 10 EWG,
"'Chemical companie~ sImply don', have 10
prove chemicals an: safe before they are
us.ed In prt products. mc:loomg pcl 10)'.,"

Gooklm says.
Untillaw§ are changed. pet ~'ners need

10 be vigilllIll .....ura JUJit of Washmgton
sa) ~ her6-ycar1l1d "lilted brm:l r:.dd1C (now

a spolec;dog fOf the Pets for the Envi­
ronment projeCt) 100ed to play WIth plastic
squtaky 1000S. "Now that I know _bout the
dangers of pi tic 'iOOcners. I buy hun fab­
ric to)'~ to chew on," he says,

Ella, a 6-year-old Rhode ian Ridgeback.
doesn't have a health problem now, bot her
owner, Mary Kdsaw of Winthrop. Wash"
isn'llnking any ch:mces.

"When I firM read the rc:pon. all 1could
see WIlS Ella licking her bed over llnd over
lt8l1in," Kcisllw says. "She's Illl il'lCC\Sllnl

licker, so I switched to II bed lhm didn't SlIY
·wlllcr·repcllcm' or 'Sluln·rc",isUlnl,' bcCIlU!IC
I now know Iho'iC lidded chemicals arc a
health risk to her,"

Ahhough making changes now won',
cure Sll.."hll·S canccrous lumps. Cameron
suys ~he has taken steps to ""duce chemical
exposure for her I-year-old Yorkie Tikkn. "I
ha\'e replaced the plastic bowl~ with .Ias~."

she su)' .
"But frankly. I still worry about food

SlIfety. They eat the ~me food eo.ery day. so
if there IS a .probltm in the food. then that
~oold l%namly build up fairly qUll:kly."

EW(j ~ys pet owncr5 should choose pet
foods "Ithout the chemical pre!iCl'\l1tl\es
BIIA. Birr, and ethoxyqum. as ~ell as
ehoose Ol1anlC or free.rangc mgre<lients
ruther than bypmdlk:b Because some pet­
food pachgmg may contam non- IIC".

grta»proof chemICals lI\ the linmg. pel

OWnmi also shook! . manufacturns how
the pet food is pmdOCC!d and pacbged.


